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The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula; MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

N E W S RELEASE

Sept. 21, 1995
KITTREDGE TO GIVE FAREWELL FREEMAN LECTURE
MISSOULA After an 18-year run, the Edmund and Mary Freeman Memorial Lecture Series will end
Monday, Oct. 2, when University of Montana English Professor William Kirtredge delivers the
farewell lecture.
The talk, "Reimagining Desire," will begin at 8 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall. Kittredge
will extract elements from his manuscript tentatively titled "Reimagining Desire." a non-fiction
book he’s writing under contract with Alfred A. Knopf Inc.
"The talk will be about simply our need to re-imagine what it is as a society and individuals
that we want in the world," Kittredge said. "It seems to be pretty clear that we can't go on
wanting everything and w e’re going to have to step on some of those desires. We live in an
advertising culture which is designed to promote desire for everything under the sun, and that’s a
very unhealthy and spendthrift and pointless way to live."
On the UM faculty as a professor of writing since 1971, Kittredge has published in such
magazines as Atlantic, Harper’s, Esquire and Time. He co-authored nine Western novels and has
published two collections of short fiction and a collection of essays, "Owning It All." His booklength memoir, "Hole in the Sky," was published in 1992.
Kittredge also co-edited "The Last Best Place: A Montana Anthology" and co-produced the
movie "A River Runs Through It."
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His awards include the 1986 Montana Governor’s Award for the Arts, Pacific Northwest
Bookseller’s Awards for Excellence in 1984 and 1987, and the PEN West Award for non-fiction
book of the year in 1992. In 1994 he was co-winner of a National Endowment for the Humanities
prize for service to the humanities.
The Edmund and Mary Freeman Memorial Lecture Series, now out of funds, began in 1977
to memorialize the late UM English Professor Edmund Freeman and his wife, Mary. The series
has sponsored 21 programs featuring notables like choral director Robert Shaw, teacher and critic
Leslie Fiedler, and radio personality Susan Stamberg.
Freeman taught at UM for 44 years. After retiring, he gave talks and readings on KUFM.
Mary Freeman devoted her talents to developing support for and interest in music and the arts in
the Missoula community. She died in 1975, Freeman in 1976.
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Contact: Patricia Freeman Dunkum, member of the Freeman lecture series committee, 543-5360.
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